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	Updating the UVC /

Unattended Analysis System



The key to accurately valuing a portfolio of vehicles is to accurately identify the vehicle down to trim level. Unfortunately, many manufacturers develop vehicle identification numbers (VINs) that don’t necessarily identify a single trim level, but in some instances actually identify several different trim levels.

For example, if you lookup VIN - JN1DA31A2 (1-8 of the VIN and the VIN Year) you will retrieve two vehicles, the Maxima SE 4D Sedan and the Maxima GLE 4D Sedan. The problem arises when an effort is made to programmatically apply values using only the VIN as the key. The Maxima is a perfect example of two vehicles being returned with a value difference of almost a thousand dollars. If the portfolio is of substantial size these types of valuation differences can add up to quite a bit of money.

In order to resolve the vehicle identification issue and apply an accurate value Black Book has developed the Universal Vehicle Code (UVC) to uniquely identify each trim level. The three-digit UVC code can be used to retrieve a vehicle in two different ways.

First, the UVC can be combined with the first eight characters of the VIN and the VIN year to obtain a one-for-one trim level match. Building on the earlier example, if the JN1DA31A2 VIN had the UVC added to the lookup criteria then the following lookup results would occur.

JN1DA31A2 + 049 = 2002 Nissan Maxima GLE 4D Sedan

JN1DA31A2 + 053 = 2002 Nissan Maxima SE 4D Sedan

Another way of utilizing the UVC is to combine it with the year and manufacturer code to retrieve a Black Book value. Using the same example would provide the results outlined below:

2002640049 (year, manuf. Code, UVC) = 2002 Nissan Maxima GLE 4D Sedan

2002640053 = 2002 Nissan Maxima SE 4D Sedan

The Black Book used car database and electronic used car products support both UVC retrieval processes to ensure accurate values are returned. You may be wondering how one might go about integrating the UVC into your vehicle database. Well, the answer to this question involves two separate steps and Black Book has products to assist with this effort.

The first step in integrating the UVC into an existing database is to change the vehicle entry system to automatically associate the UVC with a vehicle when it is entered into the database. By tackling this step first you are assured that all new vehicles will have the UVC and thus can be valued accurately. In order to accomplish this you will need a file of Black Book vehicle descriptions, as well as, corresponding UVC codes and VIN numbers. So when a vehicle is entered and the VIN is specified the system can lookup the VIN and if multiple records are returned, like the Maxima SE and GLE, then the user can be prompted to select the correct vehicle. Once done the UVC can be applied to the vehicle. 

The second step is to integrate the UVC into an existing database of vehicles. Black Book has a product called Unattended Analysis that assists with this process. Basically, Unattended Analysis is a web based portfolio valuation system that allows a user to upload their inventory for processing and then download it the next day. 

Each vehicle valuation is accomplished by looking up the vehicle by VIN or VIN and UVC. This system not only applies Black Book values, but also applies a UVC when a one-to-one match occurs. In those instances like the Maxima where multiple trim levels are returned the Unattended Analysis system has the ability to separate those records out into a separate file for manual or alternate processing. Typically when a customer uses the Unattended Analysis system for UVC integration this process becomes cyclical until the second file that contains the one-to-many matches is depleted.

This document wasn’t intended to be a complete overview of the Unattended Analysis system, because there is a complete set of documentation for the system that highlights all the setup parameters and functions. Hopefully this document did shed some light on how the UVC code can be used to accurately value your inventory. Please contact your Black Book Sales representative for additional information.

Z:\Documentation\UVC Integration.doc

[image: image1.jpg]